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Make/Model:
Engine Make/Model:

Aircraft Damage:
Number of Engines:

Operating Certificate(s):

Fatal Serious Minor/None
Crew
Pass

Last Depart. Point:
Destination: 

Airport Proximity:

Condition of Light:
Weather Info Src:

Basic Weather:
Lowest Ceiling:

Visibility:
Wind Dir/Speed:

Temperature (°C):
Precip/Obscuration:

Pilot-in-Command Age:

Certificate(s)/Rating(s)

Flight Time (Hours)

Total All Aircraft:
Last 90 Days:

Total Make/Model:
Total Instrument Time:

Printed on : 10/24/2013 9:13:05 AM

Name of Carrier:
Type of Flight Operation:

Reg. Flight Conducted Under: Part 135: Air Taxi & Commuter

1000
3080
300
3700

Airplane

Airline Transport; Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land

28

***  Note:  NTSB  investigators  either  traveled in support of this investigation or conducted a significant amount of investigative work
without any travel, and used data obtained from various sources to prepare this aircraft accident report. ***

The  crew  departed  on a commercial cargo flight during dark night, visual meteorological conditions on an instrument flight rules flight
plan.  The  departure end of the runway is adjacent to an ocean bay, and wind gusts up to 26 knots were reported. Local residents north of
the  airport  reported  stronger  wind,  estimated between 50 and 60 knots. A fuel truck operator, who was familiar with the crew’s normal
routine,  reported that, before the airplane taxied to the runway, it remained on the ramp for 6 or 8 minutes with both engines operating,
which  he  described  as very unusual. There were no reports of radio communications with the flight crew after the airplane departed. The
airplane  crashed about 1 mile offshore, and the fragmented wreckage sank in ocean water. Because of the fragmented nature of the wreckage
and  ocean  current,  the  complete wreckage was not recovered. The cockpit area forward of the wings was extensively fragmented, thus the
validity  of  any  postaccident  cockpit  and  instrument  findings  was unreliable. Likewise, structural damage to the airframe precluded
determining  flight  control  continuity.  Both propellers had witness marks consistent with operating under engine power and within their
normal  operating  range. A postaccident examination of the engines and recovered components did not disclose any evidence of a mechanical
malfunction.  Due  to  the  lack  of  mechanical  deficiencies  of  the  engines  and propellers, and the extensive airframe fragmentation
consistent with a high-speed water impact, it is likely that the crew had an in-flight loss of control of an unknown origin before impact.
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The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
An in-flight loss of control for an undetermined reason, which resulted in an uncontrolled descent. 

Accident (Continued)

OCCURRENCES

Initial climb - Loss of control in flight
Uncontrolled descent - Collision with terr/obj (non-CFIT) 

FINDINGS

Not determined-Not determined-(general)-(general)-Unknown/Not determined - C
Aircraft-Aircraft oper/perf/capability-Performance/control parameters-(general)-Not specified - C

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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