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National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Final Report

Location: North Las Vegas, NV Accident Number: LAX05LA151

Date & Time: 05/05/2005, 0914 PDT Registration: N337DR

Aircraft: Gulfstream 695A Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Defining Event: Injuries: 1 Fatal, 1 Serious, 1 
Minor

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

Analysis 

The passenger flying the airplane made a hard landing after the pilot had experienced an 
incapacitating cardiac event.  Shortly after takeoff the pilot turned the plane around to return 
to the departure airport.  He started coughing and then went unconscious.  The passenger in 
the right seat, who had no piloting experience, took control of the airplane and made several 
landing attempts.  During the fourth landing attempt he stalled the airplane at a low altitude.  
The airplane impacted terrain, landing flat on its belly a few hundred feet short of the runway.  
The autopsy report attributed the pilot's cause of death to arteriosclerotic cardiovascular 
disease.

Probable Cause and Findings

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
The incapacitation of the pilot.
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Findings

Occurrence #1: MISCELLANEOUS/OTHER
Phase of Operation: CRUISE

Findings
1. AIRCRAFT CONTROL - DISCONTINUED - PILOT IN COMMAND
2. (C) INCAPACITATION(CARDIOVASCULAR) - PILOT IN COMMAND
----------

Occurrence #2: IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation: LANDING - FLARE/TOUCHDOWN

Findings
3. TERRAIN CONDITION - GROUND
4. STALL/MUSH - ENCOUNTERED - PASSENGER
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Factual Information

HISTORY OF FLIGHT

On May 5, 2005, at 0914 Pacific daylight time, a Gulfstream 695A, N337DR, collided with 
terrain several hundred feet short of the approach end of runway 12R at the North Las Vegas 
Airport, North Las Vegas, Nevada.  The pilot owned the airplane and operated it under the 
provisions of 14 CFR Part 91.  The airline transport pilot experienced an incapacitating event 
during the flight and was the only fatality.  One passenger was seriously injured and the other 
received minor injuries, and the airplane was substantially damaged.  Visual meteorological 
conditions prevailed, and no flight plan had been filed.  The flight originated at the North Las 
Vegas Airport at 0830, with an intended destination of San Diego, California.

The passengers stated they departed North Las Vegas Airport about 0830, en route to San 
Diego.  The airplane was level at 9,700 feet with one passenger in the copilot's seat (right seat) 
and one passenger seated behind the pilot.  As they proceeded south of Boulder City, Nevada, 
the pilot started to cough repeatedly and donned the oxygen mask.  He then contacted 
departure control and told the controller they were returning to North Las Vegas.  Shortly after 
making the turn back to North Las Vegas the pilot collapsed against the control yoke.  The 
passenger in the right seat took the controls and donned the radio headset.  The passenger 
behind the pilot held the pilot back and away from the controls.  It took both passengers a few 
minutes to locate and disconnect the autopilot, and then the passenger in the right seat started 
flying the airplane.  He attempted to contact North Las Vegas tower on the radio with no 
success, but he had visually located the airport.  The passenger behind the pilot's seat attended 
to the pilot but he was unresponsive.  The passenger flying the airplane began to make a 
landing pass.  The passenger behind the pilot was now kneeling between the pilot and copilot 
seats and had successfully established communications with the tower.  Tower cleared them to 
land on any runway.  They attempted three landing passes; each one was too high by their 
judgment.  On the fourth pass they flew low over the nearby buildings, pitched the nose up, and 
landed the plane hard on its belly in a runway overrun area.  Both passengers then egressed the 
airplane via the emergency exit.  The pilot was transported to University Medical Center 
Trauma and did not recover from his medical condition.

PERSONNEL INFORMATION

A review of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) airman records revealed that the pilot 
held an Airline Transport Pilot (ATP) certificate dated January 29, 2003, with a multiengine 
land (MEL) rating and an A/CE-500 (Cessna Citation) type rating.  The pilot's flight logbook 
was not located.  The pilot reported in the FAA airman medical application dated October 11, 
2004, that he had 2,285 hours of flight time with 65 hours in the previous 6 months.

The passenger in the right seat had no aviation experience other than some glider training 25 
years ago and did not hold any pilot certificates.

The passenger in the seat behind the pilot had no aviation experience and did not hold any 
pilot certificates.

MEDICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL INFORMATION

FAA airman medical records were requested from Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and reviewed.  
The Airline Transport Pilot held a first-class medical certificate dated October 11, 2004, with 
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the limitation that the holder shall possess glasses that correct for near vision.  The pilot was 
issued a Statement of Demonstrated Ability Waiver for defective color vision dated October 6, 
1999, and an FAA letter of demonstrated ability for the same condition dated December 2, 
2004.  The pilot did not report any heart or vascular trouble on the examination form (FAA 
Form 8500-8), however, he did report having the flu in June 2002.  A routine electro 
cardiogram (ECG) test was performed for this exam and for previous FAA medical exams on 
January 23, 2003, December 5, 2001, and June 28, 1999.

The Clark County Coroner completed an autopsy and investigation.  The coroner reported that 
the wife of the pilot said that the pilot had been battling what appeared to be a sinus infection 
for the past 2 weeks and that his physician had 'cleared' him for flight on May 2, 2005.  The 
FAA Bioaeronautical Sciences Research Laboratory in Oklahoma City performed toxicological 
analysis from tissue samples obtained during the autopsy.  The results of analysis were 
negative for carbon monoxide, cyanide, ethanol, and positive for atropine.  The autopsy report 
states that the cause of death was arteriosclerotic cardiovascular disease.

Pilot Information

Certificate: Airline Transport Age: 49, Male

Airplane Rating(s): Multi-engine Land; Single-engine 
Land

Seat Occupied: Left

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Restraint Used: Seatbelt

Instrument Rating(s): Airplane Second Pilot Present: No

Instructor Rating(s): None Toxicology Performed: Yes

Medical Certification: Class 1 Last FAA Medical Exam: 10/01/2004

Occupational Pilot: Last Flight Review or Equivalent: 10/01/2003

Flight Time: 1880 hours (Total, all aircraft), 1695 hours (Pilot In Command, all aircraft)
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Gulfstream Registration: N337DR

Model/Series: 695A Aircraft Category: Airplane

Year of Manufacture: Amateur Built: No

Airworthiness Certificate: Normal Serial Number: 15007

Landing Gear Type: Retractable - Tricycle Seats: 9

Date/Type of Last Inspection: 02/01/2005, Continuous 
Airworthiness

Certified Max Gross Wt.: 11200 lbs

Time Since Last Inspection: 42.7 Hours Engines: 2 Turbo Prop

Airframe Total Time: 5026.6 Hours at time of 
accident

Engine Manufacturer: Garrett-AiResearch

ELT: Engine Model/Series: TPE-331-10

Registered Owner: Douglas R. Reichardt Rated Power: 820 hp

Operator: 7 Delta Romeo Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: KVGT, 2205 ft msl Distance from Accident Site: 0 Nautical Miles

Observation Time: 0919 PDT Direction from Accident Site: 120°

Lowest Cloud Condition: Few / 11000 ft agl Visibility 10 Miles

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility (RVR):

Wind Speed/Gusts: 10 knots / 14 knots Turbulence Type 
Forecast/Actual:

 / 

Wind Direction: 230° Turbulence Severity 
Forecast/Actual:

 / 

Altimeter Setting: 29.81 inches Hg Temperature/Dew Point: 23°C / 2°C

Precipitation and Obscuration: No Obscuration; No Precipitation

Departure Point: North Las Vegas, NV 
(KVGT)

Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Destination: San Diego, CA Type of Clearance: VFR

Departure Time: 0830 PDT Type of Airspace: 

Airport Information

Airport: North Las Vegas (KBGT) Runway Surface Type: Asphalt

Airport Elevation: Runway Surface Condition: Dry

Runway Used: 12 IFR Approach: None

Runway Length/Width: 5000 ft / 75 ft VFR Approach/Landing: Full Stop; Straight-in
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Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: 1 Serious, 1 Minor Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 1 Fatal, 1 Serious, 1 Minor Latitude, Longitude: 36.212500, -115.196111

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Van S McKenny Report Date: 04/25/2006

Additional Participating Persons: Nicholas F Harrington; Federal Aviation Administration; Las Vegas, NV

Publish Date:

Investigation Docket: NTSB accident and incident dockets serve as permanent archival information for the NTSB’s 
investigations. Dockets released prior to June 1, 2009 are publicly available from the NTSB’s 
Record Management Division at pubinq@ntsb.gov, or at 800-877-6799. Dockets released after 
this date are available at http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/. 

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated 
by Congress through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine 
the probable causes of the accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate 
the safety effectiveness of government agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and 
decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special investigation reports, safety recommendations, and 
statistical reviews. 

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence 
or use of any part of an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a 
matter mentioned in the report. A factual report that may be admissible under 49 U.S.C. § 1154(b) is available here.
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