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National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Final Report

Location: PEACHTREE CITY, GA Accident Number: ATL96FA036

Date & Time: 01/16/1996, 0900 EST Registration: N9210F

Aircraft: Piper PA-46-350P Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Defining Event: Injuries: 2 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Business

Analysis 

During the preflight briefing, the pilot was informed of reduced visibility and low ceiling in the 
vicinity of the destination airport, at the approximate time of the planned arrival. Upon 
arriving in the Atlanta area, the pilot was issued radar vectors to a final for the localizer runway 
31 approach. The pilot was also given the current Atlanta altimeter setting, and was cleared for 
the localizer runway 31 approach. The airplane collided with a 60-foot tall light pole at a nearby 
baseball complex 2 miles short of the runway. The weather observation from the Hartsfield 
International Airport indicated that visual weather conditions prevailed at the time of the 
accident. However, according to a witness at the accident site, the weather conditions were 
foggy with reduced visibility. The wreckage distribution path was 2,467 feet right of the 
localizer course. The minimum descent altitude for this approach, using Atlanta's altimeter 
setting, was 1260 feet. The ground check of the localizer and DME facility was within normal 
operating range. Examination of the aircraft navigational radios also tested within normal 
ranges. The average field elevation in the vicinity of the accident site is 800 feet. The pilot's 
toxicological examinations detected pseudoephedrine (decongestant), phenylpropanolamine 
(decongestant), and chlorpheniramine (antihistamine). No samples were available to quantify 
the blood levels of these medications. 

Probable Cause and Findings

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
The pilot's failure to follow the published instrument approach procedure. The fog was a factor. 



Page 2 of 7 ATL96FA036

Findings

Occurrence #1: IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH OBJECT
Phase of Operation: APPROACH - FAF/OUTER MARKER TO THRESHOLD (IFR)

Findings
1. (F) WEATHER CONDITION - FOG
2. (C) IFR PROCEDURE - IMPROPER - PILOT IN COMMAND
3. OBJECT - POLE
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Factual Information

 HISTORY OF FLIGHT

On January 16, 1996, at 0900 eastern standard time,  a Piper PA-46-350P, N9210F, collided 
with a light pole at the Jim Mead Baseball complex while on final approach to Falcon Field in 
Peachtree City, Georgia. The business flight operated under the provisions of Title 14 CFR Part 
91 with an instrument flight plan filed. Instrument weather conditions prevailed at the time of 
the accident. The airplane was destroyed; the commercial and private rated pilots were fatally 
injured. The flight departed Lakeland, Florida, at 0708 hours.

At 0549, the pilot of N9210F telephoned St. Petersburg Automated Flight Service Station in St 
Petersburg, Florida, and requested an instrument preflight briefing from Lakeland, Florida to 
Graham Clark, Missouri, with an intermediate stop in Peachtree City, Georgia. The pilot 
received a standard preflight briefing for the entire flight. At the conclusion of the briefing, the 
pilot filed two flight plans. 

At 0708, the flight was issued a instrument flight clearance and cleared for takeoff from 
Lakeland, Florida. A review of the chronology of the instrument flight, disclosed that the flight 
received routine air traffic handling, Upon arriving  into the Atlanta Air Traffic area, the pilot 
was instructed to contact Falcon Field Automated Surface Observation System for the current 
weather observation. The flight was also vectored to intercept the localizer course for the 
Localizer 31 approach. At 0859, Atlanta Approach terminated service with the flight, and 
issued the flight the current Atlanta altimeter setting. No further radio communication was 
received from the flight. 

At approximately 0900, a witness, located less than 1/4 mile east of the accident site, heard the 
snapping sound of a light pole at the baseball complex. The witness stated that the fog was so 
thick that he could not see the airplane on the ground. 

PERSONNEL INFORMATION

Information on the pilot is included in this report on page 3 of the factual report under the data 
field  labeled  "First Pilot Information". The pilot's flight logs were not recovered for 
examination, however according to training records  recovered from Attitude International 
Inc., of Vero Beach Florida, the pilot completed the Piper PA-46-350 pilot training course on 
July 28, 1995. A review of the passenger-pilot flight experienced revealed that he was a 
certified flight instructor, and had flown several hours in the Piper PA-46-350P within the 90 
day period prior to the accident.    

AIRCRAFT INFORMATION

Information on the airplane is contained in this report on page 2 of the factual report under the 
data field labeled "Aircraft Information". A review of the airframe maintenance logs disclosed 
that the last pitot static system check was completed on December 1, 1993.  The wreckage 
examination disclosed that the aircraft was equipped with a flight director/autopilot system, 
and the KLN 90 GPS receiver system. 

METEOROLOGICAL INFORMATION

Instrument weather conditions prevailed at the time of the accident. Weather information is 
contained in this report on page 3 of the factual report under the data field labeled "Weather 
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Information". The briefer stated that the pilot was given flight precautions for instrument flight 
current weather, forecast weather, radar summary winds aloft and notices to airmen.  
According to the briefer, instrument weather conditions, low clouds and reduced visibility, 
were forecasted in the Atlanta area at the approximate time of the arrival (see attached 
communication transcription).. 

WRECKAGE AND IMPACT INFORMATION

Examination of the accident site disclosed that debris from  the light pole was scattered on the 
southeast edge of the baseball complex. Aircraft wreckage debris was scattered on a 285 degree 
magnetic heading over an area 730 feet long, and 75 feet wide. Examination of the wreckage at 
the accident site revealed that the airplane broke into three large pieces which included the 
right wing assembly, the empennage  section, and the main fuselage. The airplane wreckage 
was two miles southeast of runway 31, and 2467feet right of the approach course centerline 
(see attached plot of accident site from airport.). 

Debris from the horizontal stabilizer,  right wing flap assembly, and light pole were located 
within the immediate vicinity of the freshly broken light pole. The light poles were about 60 
feet tall.  The right wing assembly was located 300 feet west of the broken light pole outside of 
the fenced baseball playing field. The wing assembly was torn from the airframe at the wing 
root. The wreckage examination also revealed that the right wing, and the right horizontal 
stabilizer assemblies sustained damage commensurate with the utility pole structure and 
material composition. 

The empennage section of the airframe was located 200 feet west of the right wing assembly. 
The passenger section of the airframe was located adjacent to the empennage . Interior debris 
from the cabin was scattered in the immediate vicinity of the empennage and passenger 
sections. Approximately 200 feet west of the empennage, the main wreckage with the engine 
and propeller assembly attached to the remainder of the airframe were located at the roadway 
entry for the baseball complex. The inboard section of the left wing assembly was also attached 
the airframe. Examination of the airframe, communication/navigational components, and the 
engine assembly failed to disclose a mechanical malfunction or component failure. Several 
flight instruments, communication/navigational radios, and autopilot components were 
removed for additional testing; the subsequent testing results disclosed that the examined 
units were capable of normal  operation. Flight plan information was also recovered from the  
KLN 90 GPS receiver (see attached flight instrument examination). Examination of the flight 
instruments at the accident site revealed that the airspeed indicator read  170 knots.    

MEDICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL INFORMATION

On January 17, 1996,   the postmortem examination on the pilot was conducted by Dr. Kris 
Sperry at the Georgia State Crime Laboratory  In s Atlanta. The toxicological examinations 
disclosed  the following:

0.018(ug/ml,  ug/g) chlorpheniramine detected  0.024(ug/ml,  ug/g)
chlorpheniramine detected  1.731(ug/ml,  ug/g) chlorpheniramine detected  
Also detected pseudoephedrine and phenylpropanolamine.

The above compounds were over the counter  cold medications 
(antihistamines/decongestants). According to the Federal Aviation Administration regional 
Flight Surgeon , the levels detected  during the toxicological examinations should not limited 
the pilot's ability to operate the airplane.  
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

According to the approach procedures for the localizer runway 31 approach, the pilot should 
use the altimeter setting for Atlanta when the current altimeter setting is not available. When 
using the Atlanta altimeter setting , the minimum descent altitude (MDA) is 1260 feet, and the 
visibility for the approach is 1 1/4 mile. According to the Peachtree City Airport Manager, the 
Federal Aviation Administration and the airport facility technician completed a ground check 
of the localizer and Distant Measuring Equipment (DME); the approach systems were reported 
as operating within normal ranges. The average field elevation in the vicinity of the accident 
site is 800 feet. 

 The aircraft wreckage was released to Mr. William Harwell , an insurance adjuster, with AIG 
Aviation of Atlanta , Georgia.

Pilot Information

Certificate: Private Age: 55, Male

Airplane Rating(s): Multi-engine Land; Single-engine 
Land

Seat Occupied: Left

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Restraint Used: Seatbelt, Shoulder 
harness

Instrument Rating(s): Airplane Second Pilot Present: Yes

Instructor Rating(s): None Toxicology Performed: No

Medical Certification: Class 3 Valid Medical--no 
waivers/lim.

Last FAA Medical Exam: 05/15/1995

Occupational Pilot: Last Flight Review or Equivalent:

Flight Time: 1080 hours (Total, all aircraft), 92 hours (Total, this make and model)
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Piper Registration: N9210F

Model/Series: PA-46-350P PA-46-350P Aircraft Category: Airplane

Year of Manufacture: Amateur Built: No

Airworthiness Certificate: Normal Serial Number: 4622119

Landing Gear Type: Retractable - Tricycle Seats: 6

Date/Type of Last Inspection: 03/01/1995, Annual Certified Max Gross Wt.: 4300 lbs

Time Since Last Inspection: 205 Hours Engines: 1 Reciprocating

Airframe Total Time: 1064 Hours Engine Manufacturer: Lycoming

ELT: Installed, activated, did not 
aid in locating accident

Engine Model/Series: TIO-540-AE2A

Registered Owner: TOKI LEASING CORP Rated Power: 350 hp

Operator: TOKI LEASING CORP Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Instrument Conditions Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: FFC, 808 ft msl Distance from Accident Site: 2 Nautical Miles

Observation Time: 0927 EST Direction from Accident Site: 310°

Lowest Cloud Condition: Partial Obscuration / 100 
ft agl

Visibility 0.25 Miles

Lowest Ceiling: Unknown / 0 ft agl Visibility (RVR): 0 ft

Wind Speed/Gusts: Calm / Turbulence Type 
Forecast/Actual:

 / 

Wind Direction: Turbulence Severity 
Forecast/Actual:

 / 

Altimeter Setting: 30 inches Hg Temperature/Dew Point: 8°C / 8°C

Precipitation and Obscuration:

Departure Point: LAKELAND, FL (LAL) Type of Flight Plan Filed: IFR

Destination:  (FFC) Type of Clearance: IFR

Departure Time: 0700 EST Type of Airspace: Class E

Airport Information

Airport: FALCON FIELD (FFC) Runway Surface Type: Asphalt

Airport Elevation: 808 ft Runway Surface Condition: Wet

Runway Used: 31 IFR Approach: Localizer Only

Runway Length/Width: 5007 ft / 100 ft VFR Approach/Landing: None
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Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 2 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 2 Fatal Latitude, Longitude:  

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): PHILLIP      POWELL Report Date: 03/31/1997

Additional Participating Persons: GEORGE T BUSH; COLLEGE PARK, GA

Publish Date:

Investigation Docket: NTSB accident and incident dockets serve as permanent archival information for the NTSB’s 
investigations. Dockets released prior to June 1, 2009 are publicly available from the NTSB’s 
Record Management Division at pubinq@ntsb.gov, or at 800-877-6799. Dockets released after 
this date are available at http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/. 

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated 
by Congress through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine 
the probable causes of the accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate 
the safety effectiveness of government agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and 
decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special investigation reports, safety recommendations, and 
statistical reviews. 

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence 
or use of any part of an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a 
matter mentioned in the report. A factual report that may be admissible under 49 U.S.C. § 1154(b) is available here.
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