
 PRIVATE - 5 
 
1. AIRCRAFT : 
 Type      : Cessna Caravan 
 Registration     : VT-AAN 
 
2. DATE AND TIME    : 6th  Sept 1993; 11:32 Hrs 
 
3. LOCATION     : Three miles from Port Blair 
 
4. TYPE OF OPERATION   : Private 
 
5. PERSONS ON BOARD   : Crew : 1, Passengers : 3 
 
6. INJURY INDEX    : Fatal Serious Minor/None 
 
      Crew  Nil Nil  1      
      Pax   1 Nil  2 
      Others  Nil Nil  - 
 
7. DAMAGE TO AIRCRAFT   : Substantial 
 
8. PILOT-IN-COMMAND   : Licence : ALTP 
        Age  : 50 Years 
        Total Hrs : 6300  
 
 SUMMARY 
 
 
 Cessna 208 Caravan aircraft VT-AAN operated by Andaman and Nicobar Administration was 
engaged in a flight from Port Blair-Dugong Creek-Hut Bay-Port Blair on 6.9.1993.  There were four 
persons on board the aircraft including pilot-in-command.  The flight from Dugong Creek to Hut Bay was 
uneventful.  The aircraft took-off from Hut Bay for Port Blair where it was intended to land on sea 
adjacent to Viper Island.  Soon after touchdown on seawater, the aircraft flipped over its nose and sank 
thereafter.  Three persons including the pilot evacuated the aircraft.  However, one person died due to 
drowning, as he remained strapped in his seat.  The aircraft sustained substantial damage.  There was no 
fire.   
The probable cause of accident has been attributed to : 
 
"The pilot failed to ensure that the landing gears are fully retracted before landing on water thereby 
causing the aircraft to flip on to its back as a result of abnormally high hydrodynamic drag generated on 
landing with landing gears remaining extended. 
 
Non-availability of the revised pilot's check-list, appropriate to the aircraft configuration and the practice 
adopted during conversion training of the pilot were the contributory factors". 
 
Factors: Pilot - Failed to follow procedures, regulations and instructions 


