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CRASH OF A BOEING 707-321C IN CALCUTTA: 6
KILLED

Crash Crash of a Boeing 707-321C in Calcutta: 6 killed has been
updated.

View Edit Delete Revisions

Date & Time: Jun 13, 1968 at 0058 LT

Type of aircraft:
Operator: m
Registration: N798PA
Flight Phase:
Flight Type:
Survivors:

Site:

San Francisco - Honolulu - Hong Kong - Bangkok - Calcutta -
New Delhi - Beirut - Istanbul - Frankfurt - London - New

Schedule: York
MSN: 18790
YOM: 1964
Flight number: PAOO1
Location:
Country:
Region:
Crew on board: 10
Crew fatalities: 1
Pax on board: 53
Pax fatalities: 5
Other fatalities: 0
Total fatalities: 6

Captain / Total flying hours: 5392



Captain / Total hours on type:

Circumstances:

Causes:

2475

The four engine aircraft christened 'Clipper Caribbean' was
performing the westward Pan Am flight 001 from San
Francisco to New York with intermediate stops in Honolulu,
Hong Kong, Bangkok, Calcutta, New Delhi, Beirut, Istanbul,
Frankfurt and London. Following an uneventful flight from
Bangkok-Don Mueang Airport, the crew started the approach
to Calcutta-Dum Dum Airport by night and marginal weather
conditions due to low clouds at 400 feet and rain showers.
The crew deployed the flaps at 50° and continued the
approach when he misunderstood the atmospheric pressure
value transmitted by ATC. Instead of setting the QNH value of
993 mb, the crew set the QFE at 29,93, which caused the
aircraft to descent 360 feet below the glide. It continued
below the decision height until it struck tree tops located
1,128 meters short of runway threshold then impacted the
ground and came to rest in flames one km short of runway. A
crew member and five passengers were killed while 20
others were injured. 37 people were unhurt. The aircraft was
destroyed.

Misinterpretation of the approach QNH/QFE values on part
of the crew which caused the aircraft to complete the
approach below the minimum prescribed altitude.



