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Linea Aeropostal Venezolana, Super Constellation, YV-C-AMA,

crashed against the western peak of the Silla de Caracas, Venezuela,
on 21 N b

ovember 1956,

Report released by the Directorate of Civil

Aviation, Minisiry of Communications, Venezuela,

Circumstances

YV-C-AMA, on scheduled flight 253,
took off from ldlewild Airport, N.Y., for
Maiquetfa, Venezuela, on 26 November
with 7 crew and 18 passengers aboard.
The flight plan gave an altitude of 17 000 ft,
and the duration of the flight was estimated
at 9 hours 48 minutes, with Barcelona and
Curagao as alternate airports, The pilot
transmitted two position reports, the
first, 75 miles northwest of Maiquetfa,
at 17 500 ft at 0751 hours, and the second,
14 minutes later, 35 miles northwest of
Maiquetia at 7 000 ft. No further commu-
nication was received from YV-C-AMA
after it had been cleared to change to
tower frequency. Following the failure
to report to the control tower, the aircraft
was repeatedly called on all Maiquetia
Control Centre frequencies at 0815 hours,
with negative results. A state of emer-
gency was declared at 0835 hours, and it
was later established that the aircraft
struck the western peak of the Silla de
Caracas at an altitude of 6 702 ft, killing
all 25 occupants,

Investigation and Evidence

The flight was routine, except for a
difference of two minutes between the es-
timated time and the actual time of arrival
over Cabo Engafic, The error of time
calculation was incurred between Cabo
Engafio and Maiquetia.

ICAO Ref: AR/495

The pilot made an error of 9 minutes
in estimating flight time,

The meteorological report at
Maiquetia at the time of the crash was
as follows:

covered sky, ceiling 2 500 ft; visi-
bility north: 4 miles; south: 0 miles;
wind: calm; altimeter in inches:
30:03; cloud: 8/8.

Probable Causes

The instrument flight training
manuals show that the Linea Aeropostal
Venezolana has approved a procedure for
entering Maiquetia in semi-IFR conditions,

This procedure consists in maintain-
ing a minimum flight level of 10 000 ft as
far as the station (Miq 292.5), then turning
north over this point and continuing on a
3600 heading for 4 minutes followed by a
standard let-down to 1 200 ft above sea
level until contact is established, and a
return to the aerodrome under VFR, It is
obvious that the pilot-in-command did not
fully comply with this procedure, and,
after accurmulating errors in estimating
his speed, endeavoured to make a direct
approach which proved fatal because his
altitude at the time of his last report was
insufficient to cross the Avila mountain
range against which the impact occurred.



