Aircraft Crash at East Winch — Airman killed

From the Lynn News of April 19 1932.

STkt

An AVRO 504N — Lynx of the type involved in the sha

At the inquest on a 22 year old Australian flyingpp) whose aeroplane crashed near East Winch naistaion on
Thursday (1%. April 1932) it was revealed that he was makirgyfist solo cross-country flight.

He set out from the Digby Flying School at Scopwicicolnshire, for Bircham Newton Aerodrome, vigrin,

with plenty of petrol for the journey and in a maghthat was in perfect condition. He was considéoehave more
than the average pupil’s ability.

Two hours later farm workers saw his machine aigclround as if he was looking for somewhere td.|dme
engine stalled (became unstable through loss &)@ nose-dived, touching the branches of abeémre
crashing in a field, where it burst into flames avats quickly reduced to a wreck of twisted metal.

The pilot was killed by the force of the impactt tose who hurried to the spot were preventedbylames from
dragging his body clear until it had been frightfldurned.

Mr Donald F Jackson (District Coroner) who condddtege inquest at West Winch, on Friday afterno@mkied
those who helped to extricate the body.

Group Captain Sidney Smith, commanding officer of R Flying Training School, Digby, Lincolnshireid that
the dead man, Pilot Officer A.J.Warford-Mein, wasler instructions at Digby. He was 23 years ofag# had
been at the Digby aerodrome since last January.

On Thursday he left the aerodrome at 11.45am gonss«ountry flight to Bircham Newton in an Avronyy
machine numbered K2352. He was fully competent,thadlight was authorised by the chief flying imsttor, in
addition to the pupil’'s own instructor.

(Group) Captain Smith added that he had seen ttig ded was convinced it was Pilot Officer Warforekibt

He had seen the place where the accident took plaatérom the position of the machine there wadmabt that in
attempting to make a landing he stalled and stautke in a nose dive.

The Coroner: Probably he was dead before the madhirst into flame?

Group Captain Smith: Probably he was killed atrtttenent of impact. There is not a tremendous lgbofm in the
pilot's seat, and if the machine is diving, theopijoes forward and has nothing to protect his la@eépt his flying
cap.

Dr. Charles Stuart Woodwark, of Grimston, gave enik that he had arrived at the scene of the atcdd.20
and found the charred remains of the pilot by ttle ef the wrecked aeroplane. He was so extensalayred that
the face was unrecognisable, and the muscles weteacted by the great heat, twisting up the linibsis opinion
death had occurred instantaneously on the macitiinggithe ground and probably the cause of death w
laceration of the brain.

(Group) Captain Smith interposed that the pilo#ifety belt was still fastened and the first actida man who was
conscious would have been to unfasten the beltdbotor added that the man had a wound in his head.



Leslie Ruskin, a team man, employed at Home Faast ®inch, which adjoins Station Farm, said thatéali .30
on Thursday afternoon, he and another man wereimgpiik a meadow when they saw an aeroplane hovexaga
field nearby.

It circled three times as if looking for a landipligce. It turned towards Ashwicken and then camedanto the
wind and dropped suddenly in a nose dive. Theyaaards it and saw it crash. He thought the maciie 200 or
300 feet up when it crashed.

It was blazing when they got to it, and almost bum They heard the sound of an explosion. That'pibody was
in the middle of the flames and there was no sidifeoat all. They had to wait until the flamesedidown before
they could get the body out.

He had noticed nothing wrong with the machine keefocrashed, only that the pilot was looking fdaading. A
very strong wind was blowing at this time and itltséarted to rain.

Fredk. Suckling, farm labourer, corroborated. Hd,daowever, that it had not actually started to &t the time of
the accident and he did not think the wind was &tngng.

Cecil Haverson, farm labourer, told the Coronet tha wind seemed to him to be strong at the tifteeaccident.
(Group) Captain Smith asked to be allowed to expagpreciation of the efforts made by these thaem fvorkers

to extricate the pilot from the machine.

Pc Tillett, of Gayton, gave evidence that he wdkeddo the field where the accident happened atiabalf past
one, and found the machine still in flames. Theybaitthe pilot was in a sitting position lying ais right side
among the flames.

With the help of the men who were there he gobibdy out and as he touched it the parachute fedlyaamd the
remainder of the clothing. The body was charredhdyecognition.

Lying around the body were several buckles belangirthe straps which held the pilot in the seae doctor
arrived just as the body was extricated.

Amongst the wreckage was a metal plate bearinguhgber 2262; the name, A.V.Roe; and the type numbe
504N.

Pilot-sergeant Sidney Trout of No. 2 Flying Schaafby, said that he was the flying instructor t@kérd-Mein,
and sent him off on Thursday on a cross-countgnflto Bircham via Lynn. He left Digby at 11.45
The Avro-Lynx plane was one which witness had tesied flown just before this flight, it was in pect condition.

Warford-Mein had done a total of approximatelwfiftours flying and was considered a pupil of abaverage
ability. He had not done cross-country flights lsefon his own, but had done so in company wittruicsors. He
was perfectly capable of flying by himself to Biesh. He had sufficient petrol for three hours flyiagd had not
been away from the aerodrome more than two houenlte accident happened.

The Coroner returned a verdict that the man didédateration of the brain caused by an aeroplanetwline was
piloting crashing to the ground, his body beingsaguently charred.

The Coroner added; *“I think we are indebted teséhpeople who helped pull him out of the flamesabee it was
not a very nice job. They ought to be congratulatedhaving done their duty in helping”

Supt. Woodeson added his appreciation for the thelp gave the police, and (Group) Captain Smith Sedjt.
Trout associated themselves with the expression.

The Coroner added that he was grateful to the RAiE&D and instructor for the help they had givenhe inquiry.

Notes: -
The Avro Lynx was a re-engined Avro 504K. The Armstrong-Sidd&léiXX engine replacing the original engine

The Avro 504 was a World War | biplane aircraft mdy the Avro aircraft company and under licencethers.
Production during the War totalled 8,970 and cargthfor almost 20 years, making it the most-produaiecraft of
any kind that served in World War |, in any miligarapacity, during that conflict. Over 10,000 woblel built from
1913 to the time production ended in 1932.

The improved, redesigned and radial engined 504&ipraduced by Avro in 1925. After evaluation of two
prototypes powered by Bristol Lucifer and ArmstreBigdeley Lynx engines respectively, the Lynx poader
aircraft was selected by the RAF to replace the<504

592 were built between 1925 and 1932, equippindRBE's five flying training schools, while also hgiused as
communication aircraft. The 504N was also expottetthe militaries of Belgium, Brazil, Chile, DenrkaGreece,



Thailand and South Africa, with licenced producttaking place in Denmark, Belgium, Canada and Japan

The 504 was the first airplane to strafe troopshenground as well as the first to make a bombéig) over
Germany. It was also the first Allied airplane ®downed by enemy anti-aircraft fire and was Balghop's first
army aircraft.

The 504 is easily recognisable because of theessigtl between the wheels.

To see a photograph of an Avro Lynx gohitip://www.flickr.com/photos/31074376 @N06/475531865

The Shuttleworth Collection's AVRO Tutor - a lategining version of the Avro Lynx may be seen &t Warden
airfield.
Avro Lynx aircraft were also constructed as seagdao be delivered to the Greek Government.

An overview of the Avro 504 is given by Douglas Bad
http://www.verdon-roe.co.uk/#/avro/19091914/504A5640s/




