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Adopted

Make/Model:
Engine Make/Model:

Aircraft Damage:
Number of Engines:

Operating Certificate(s):

Fatal Serious Minor/None
Crew
Pass

Last Depart. Point:
Destination: 

Airport Proximity:

Condition of Light:
Weather Info Src:

Basic Weather:
Lowest Ceiling:

Visibility:
Wind Dir/Speed:

Temperature (°C):
Precip/Obscuration:

Pilot-in-Command Age:

Certificate(s)/Rating(s)

Flight Time (Hours)

Total All Aircraft:
Last 90 Days:

Total Make/Model:
Total Instrument Time:

Printed on : 11/24/2013 8:29:12 AM

Name of Carrier:
Type of Flight Operation:

Reg. Flight Conducted Under: Part 135: Air Taxi & Commuter

UnK/Nr
10000
60
25000

Airplane

Commercial; Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land; Single-engine Sea; Helicopter

66

***  Note:  NTSB  investigators  either  traveled in support of this investigation or conducted a significant amount of investigative work
without any travel, and used data obtained from various sources to prepare this aircraft accident report. ***

The  commercial  pilot  departed  with  five  passengers  on an on-demand air taxi flight between two remote Alaskan villages separated by
mountainous  terrain.  When  the  airplane  did  not reach its destination, the operator reported the airplane overdue. After an extensive
search,  the  airplane's  wreckage  was  discovered  in  an  area  of steep, tree-covered terrain, about 1,720 feet msl, along the pilot's
anticipated  flight  path.  The  flight  was  conducted under visual flight rules, but weather conditions in the area were reported as low
ceilings  and  reduced  visibility  due  to  rain,  fog,  and  mist.  There is no record that the pilot obtained a weather briefing before
departing. 

According  to  a  passenger  who  was  seated in the front, right seat, next to the pilot, about 20 minutes after departure, as the flight
progressed  into  mountainous  terrain, low clouds, rain and fog restricted the visibility. At one point, the pilot told the passenger, in
part:  "This  is  getting pretty bad." The pilot then descended and flew the airplane very close to the ground, then climbed the airplane,
and  then  descended  again.  Moments  later,  the  airplane entered "whiteout conditions," according to the passenger. The next thing the
passenger recalled was looking out the front windscreen and, just before impact, seeing the mountainside suddenly appear out of the fog. 

A  postaccident  examination did not reveal any evidence of a mechanical malfunction. A weather study identified instrument meteorological

                                   No Obscuration
12
280 / 005 Kts
3.00 SM
1600 Ft. AGL, Broken
Instrument Conditions
Weather Observation Facility
Day

041
001

Off Airport/Airstrip
Anvik, AK
Same as Accident/Incident Location

Non-scheduled; Domestic; Passenger Only
Inland Aviation Services
Commuter Air Carrier; On-demand Air Taxi
1
Substantial
Cont Motor / IO 520 SERIES
Cessna / 207

Time (Local): 19:40 ADTAircraft Reg No. N91099McGrath, AK08/13/2011File No. 31512
ANC11FA077

08/29/2013

Accident

giuv
Instrument Ratings



Brief of

Time (Local): 19:40 ADTAircraft Reg No. N91099McGrath, AK08/13/2011File No. 31512
ANC11FA077

Accident (Continued)

conditions in the area at the time of the accident.

Given  the lack of mechanical deficiencies with the airplane and the passenger's account of the accident, it is likely that the pilot flew
into instrument meteorological conditions while en route to his destination, and subsequently collided with mountainous terrain.
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
The  pilot's  decision  to  continue  visual flight rules flight into instrument meteorological conditions, which resulted in an in-flight
collision with mountainous terrain.

Accident (Continued)

OCCURRENCES

Enroute-cruise - VFR encounter with IMC
Enroute-cruise - Loss of visual reference
Enroute-cruise - Controlled flight into terr/obj (CFIT)

FINDINGS

Personnel issues-Action/decision-Info processing/decision-Decision making/judgment-Pilot - C
Environmental issues-Conditions/weather/phenomena-Ceiling/visibility/precip-Low visibility-Effect on operation - C

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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