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Dry
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Monument ValleyAirport Name:
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Runway Length/Width (Ft):

Runway Surface:
Runway Surface Condition:

***  Note:  NTSB  investigators  either  traveled in support of this investigation or conducted a significant amount of investigative work
without any travel, and used data obtained from various sources to prepare this aircraft accident report. ***

According  to  the  airplane's  operator,  the airplane was part of a flight of four airplanes that were taking an organized tour group of
revenue  passengers  on  a sightseeing tour of southern Utah. While operating in a high density altitude environment, the pilot was flying
into  an  airport  that had a 1,000-foot cliff about 400 feet from the end of the runway he was landing on. Because of the presence of the
cliff,  the  Airguide  Publications  Airport Manual stated that all landings should be made on the runway that was headed toward the cliff
and  that  all  takeoffs  should be made on the runway that was headed away from the cliff. The manual also stated that a go-around during
landing  was  not  possible.  During  his  approach,  the  pilot encountered a variable wind and downdrafts. During the landing flare, the
airplane  dropped  onto  the  runway hard and bounced back into the air. The pilot then immediately initiated a go-around and began a turn
away  from  the  runway  heading. While in the turn, he was most likely unable to maintain sufficient airspeed, and the airplane entered a
stall/mush  condition  and  descended  into  the  ground.  A  postaccident  examination of the airframe and engine revealed no evidence of
mechanical malfunctions or failures that would have precluded normal operation.
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Brief of

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
The  pilot's  decision  to initiate a go-around after a bounced landing at an airport where go-arounds were not advised and his failure to
maintain adequate airspeed during the go-around.

Accident (Continued)

OCCURRENCES

Landing-aborted after touchdown - Abnormal runway contact
Takeoff - Loss of control in flight

FINDINGS

Aircraft-Aircraft oper/perf/capability-Performance/control parameters-Airspeed-Not attained/maintained - C
Personnel issues-Action/decision-Info processing/decision-Decision making/judgment-Pilot - C
Environmental issues-Conditions/weather/phenomena-Temp/humidity/pressure-High density altitude-Contributed to outcome 
Environmental issues-Physical environment-Terrain-Mountainous/hilly terrain-Contributed to outcome 
Environmental issues-Conditions/weather/phenomena-Wind-Downdraft-Contributed to outcome 
Environmental issues-Conditions/weather/phenomena-Wind-Variable wind-Contributed to outcome 
Personnel issues-Task performance-Use of equip/info-Aircraft control-Pilot - C

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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