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File No. 30898

09/23/2011

Make/Model:
Engine Make/Model:
Aircraft Damage:
Number of Engines:
Operating Certificate(s):
Name of Carrier:
Type of Flight Operation:
Reg. Flight Conducted Under:

Dehavilland / DHC-3T
Honeywell / TPE-331
Substantial
1
On-demand Air Taxi
PAKLOOK AIR INC
Non-scheduled; Domestic; Passenger Only
Part 135: Air Taxi & Commuter

Last Depart. Point: Old Harbor, AK
Destination: Kodiak, AK
Airport Proximity: Off Airport/Airstrip

Pilot-in-Command

Age: 49

Certificate(s)/Rating(s)
Commercial; Single-engine Land; Single-engine Sea

Instrument Ratings
Airplane

Kodiak, AK

Aircraft Reg No. N361TT
Crew
Pass

Fatal
1
0

Time (Local): 19:30 ADT
Serious
0
1

Condition of Light:
Weather Info Src:
Basic Weather:
Lowest Ceiling:
Visibility:
Wind Dir/Speed:
Temperature (°C):
Precip/Obscuration:

Minor/None
0
1

Day
Weather Observation Facility
Visual Conditions
4500 Ft. AGL, Broken
10.00 SM
260 / 004 Kts
9

Flight Time (Hours)
Total All Aircraft: 3000
Last 90 Days: 180
Total Make/Model: 280
Total Instrument Time: 95

*** Note: NTSB investigators either traveled in support of this investigation or conducted a significant amount of investigative work
without any travel, and used data obtained from various sources to prepare this aircraft accident report. ***
According to a passenger who was seated in the front, right seat, as the flight progressed toward the destination, the pilot decided to
make an unscheduled landing at a lake that was surrounded by rising terrain. The passenger said that after making an easterly approach
to the lake, before touching down, the pilot initiated a go-around. The passenger said they flew low over the surface of the lake toward
a “V” shaped notch formed by a creek with hills on either side at the east end of the lake. He said that while flying through the notch,
he thought the left wing of the airplane had hit the hillside. He said the pilot reacted by pulling back hard on the control yoke and
rolling the airplane to the right. The airplane entered a steep climb, it began to shake, and stall warning horn sounded. The airplane
then rolled left into a steep descent and impacted the ground in a nose-down attitude. The airplane’s left wing had impacted a tree on
the creek bank prior to the crash. A postaccident examination of the airframe and engine revealed no evidence of mechanical malfunctions
or failures that would have precluded normal operation.
Toxicological tests detected the pilot’s recent use of over-the-counter medications used for relief of cold and flu symptoms. Two of
these medications are sedating. The use of these sedating medications on the day of the accident or the underlying illness may have
affected the pilot’s performance. Given the lack of mechanical deficiencies with the airplane, and the passenger's account of the
accident, it is likely the pilot failed to maintain adequate clearance with a tree while performing a low altitude maneuver following a
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OCCURRENCES
Approach-VFR go-around - Collision with terr/obj (non-CFIT)

FINDINGS
Personnel issues-Physical-Impairment/incapacitation-OTC medication-Pilot - F
Aircraft-Aircraft oper/perf/capability-Performance/control parameters-Altitude-Not attained/maintained - C
Personnel issues-Task performance-Use of equip/info-Aircraft control-Pilot - C
Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
The pilot’s failure to maintain clearance from a tree during a low altitude maneuver and his failure to maintain control of the airplane.
Contributing to the accident was the pilot’s use of over-the-counter sedating medications.

