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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198802404 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: 52 km east of Stanwell Park NSW 
Date: 1 November 1988 Time: 1740 
Highest Injury Level: Fatal  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 3 0 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 0 0 0 
Total 3 0 0 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Piper PA31/A1   
Registration: VH-DAP   
Serial Number: 31-364   
Operation Type: Aerial Work   
Damage Level: Destroyed   
Departure Point: Nowra NSW   
Departure Time: 1644   
Destination: Nowra NSW   
 
Approved for Release: 20th June 1990 

Circumstances: 

The aircraft had been modififed by the installation of an air driven winch for the purpose of towing gunnery targets 
and was operating in conjunction with a warship for scheduled sea/air gunnery practise. Weather conditions in the 
area were reported as overcast at 4000 feet, wind 060 degrees / 15-20 knots and visibility of 15-20 kilometres. At 
about 1717 hours the aircraft was instructed to commence carrying out gunnery tracking runs at an altitude of 1000 
feet with the sleeve target not deployed. Between 1720 and 1735 hours the aircraft carried out two such runs from 
the west and east. The aircraft then tracked to the south, away from the ship, to a distance of about 10 kilometres. At 
about 1738 the aircraft was instructed to turn inbound for a run from astern. At about 1739 hours the pilot reported 
engine problems and about one minute later advised "I've got problems, Mayday, I'm going in". Crewmen stationed 
near the stern of the ship, reported seeing the aircraft dive into the sea. The warship was immediately turned back 
towards the crash position. Other warships and aircraft were also ordered to the crash position. The only wreckage 
sighted was at the crash datum and was believed to have been a section of wing. This wreckage was located about 
two metres below the surface and sank before it could be recovered. The approximate depth of water at the crash 
position is 450 fathoms. No trace of the aircraft or its occupants has been discovered to date. The subsequent 
investigation established that the flight crew were properly qualified to conduct the flight, and that the aircraft was 
appropriately certified and maintained. The flight was conducted in accordance with the conditions of the operating 
contract. At the time of the occurrence the aircraft had not deployed the sleeve target and no firing was being carried 
out. No evidence was found to suggest an in-flight structural failure or fire. The installation of the target towing 
equipment was not considered to have been a factor in the development of the accident. There was a loss of control 
of the aircraft following an apparent engine malfunction. The precise reasons for the accident have not been 
established. 
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Significant Factors: 

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident  

1. Apparent engine failure or malfunction.  

2. Control of the aircraft was lost for reasons which have not been determined. 


