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Reference No.

COMMONWE AL TH OF AUSTRALIA
Deranaen o e hon  AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION SUMMARY REPORT LAS/712/1°76
1. LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE

Height o.m.s.l. (f1) Dote Time (Locol) Zone
14 miles S, E, of Moulamein, New South Wales, 350 feet 15,11,71 0810 ESuT
THE AIRCRAFT -
e and Madel ) Registrotion Certificate of Volid from Valid to
DHC?2 "Beaver" VH-IDJ Airworthiness 7.9.65 6,9,74
hin;:::ar:d Owner Operator Degree of domage to aircroft
Super Spread Aviation Pty, Ltd,, Super Spread Aviation Pty, Ltd,, Destroyed
P,O. Box 7, P,O. Box 7, Other property damaged
Cheltenham, Victoria, Cheltenham, Victoria Nil
Detects discovered i
Nil,
3. THE FLIGHT
Lost or intended deporture pornt Time of departure Next point of intended londing Purpose of liigh' Clvuss of operation
"Dhuragoon" . . .
Agricultural Airstrip ‘0802 Point of Departure Rice Seeding Aerial Work
Zius CREW
Name Sratus Age Cioss ot licence Hours on type | Totel hours Degree of injury
Neville David FYFE Pilot 31 Commercial 4000 6700 Fatal
approx, approx,

5. OTHER PERSONS (All possengers and persons injured on ground)

Nome Stotus Degree of injury Name Status Degree of injury

' RELEVANT EVENTS

The area to be seeded was a flooded rice paddy, rectangular in shape and approximately 1650 feet
east/west by 800 feet north/south, with the western bank 95 feet to the east of a river, There was an
extensive area of dense timber, generally about 70 feet in height, on the western side of the river and a line
of trees along the eastern bank, After making an aerial inspection of the area the pilot arranged for the two
men who were to act as markers to take up positions on the banks of the paddy in preparation for easterly and
westerly seeding runs commencing along the southern side,

—amashe first run was made into the east, approaching over the timbered area and towards the low sun,

‘Eond run was then made to the west followed by a steep pull-up and turn over the trees, The third run,
again into the east, was commenced but no seed was dropped on this occasion possibly because of difficulties
in observing and lining up with the marker at the western end of the paddy. The next run was to the west and
was apparently normal and this was followed again by a steep pull-up and turn over the trees, Towards the
end of the turn the aircraft was at an estimated height of 100 feet above the trees which was higher than on the
previous turn in this area and may have resulted from an endeavour to observe each of the two markers in
order to line up for the next run, The aircraft commenced a steep descent, with the wings level, consistent
with an approach for a seeding run to the east, A few seconds later, when about 250 feet short of the rice
paddy, the aircraft struck the sparsely foliated upper branches of a tree which extended about 20 feet above
the other trees in the vicinity and the starboard elevator was torn off, With no apparent power reduction, and
little change of direction, the aircraft rolled steeply to the left, descended and, after travelling a further
150 feet, struck another tree on the eastern side of the river, The wings and empennage were torn off
and the fuselage fell through the tree to the ground and burst into flames,

7. OPINION AS TO CAUSE

_‘e evidence is insufficient for the cause of this accident to be determined but it is evident that the
operation was being attempted in such a way as to allow little margin for error in the pilot's judgment
of obstructlTn clearance,
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